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Personal Injury Discount Rate:
[bookmark: _Hlk180048510]A consultation on taking account of inflation 

	The consultation seeks views on whether or not there should be a change to the way inflation is to be allowed for by the Government Actuary when setting the personal injury discount rate for Northern Ireland. 



	Responding to the Consultation


	
Please use this questionnaire to tell us your views.

The closing date for receipt of responses is 5pm on Friday 23 January 2026.  

Please note that it is unlikely that responses to the consultation will be accepted after this date.  

Please send your response by email to: 
DoJCivilJusticeandJudicialPolicyDivision@justice-ni.gov.uk 






	Privacy Notice


	All responses to this consultation may be published on the Department’s website except for those where the respondent indicates that they are an individual acting in a private capacity, e.g. a member of the public. All responses from organisations and individuals responding in a professional capacity may be published. Where relevant, email addresses and telephone numbers will be removed from responses. However, apart from this, they will be published in full. 

Your response, and all other responses to this consultation, may also be disclosed on request in accordance with the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (“FOIA”) and the Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (“EIR”). However, all disclosures will be in line with the requirements of the Data Protection Act 2018 and the General Data Protection Regulation (EU) 2016/679. 

If you want the information that you provide to be treated as confidential, you should explain in your response which particular section(s) of your response is confidential and why it should potentially be withheld (please refer to the Information Commissioner’s Office’s guidance on the application of the section 41 exemption (Information provided in confidence). This will form part of the consideration should the Department receive a request for the information under FOIA or EIR.






	Consultation Question 1
In principle, should the Damages Act provide more flexibility in relation to how the impact of inflation is to be taken into account by the Government Actuary when setting the personal injury discount rate for Northern Ireland? Please give reasons for your answer.


























	[bookmark: _Hlk212125185]Consultation Question 2
If more flexibility is to be provided, how should this be achieved?
(a) Prescribe an index, such as the consumer prices index, in the primary legislation, with the ability for the rate-setter to make an adjustment to that index;
(b) Prescribe an index, such as the consumer prices index, and an adjustment in the primary legislation, with the ability for the Department to amend the adjustment; or
(c) Another way (please explain)?
Please give reasons for your answer.






















	[bookmark: _Hlk212125240]Consultation Question 3
Which is the best inflation index to prescribe in the legislation: CPI, CPIH or another index? Please explain why.



























	[bookmark: _Hlk212125296]Consultation Question 4
Do you agree that the balance of inflation affecting lump-sum awards of damages in Northern Ireland is likely to be the same as that experienced in England and Wales? Please provide evidence for your view either way.
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